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In September 1956, Setouchi Town was established through the
merger of four former towns and villages: Nishikata Village, Saneku
Village, Chinzei Village, and Koniya Town.

Located on the southernmost tip of Amami Oshima Island and
surrounded by some of the world's most beautiful seas and forests,
this area has long been a maritime town rich in nature. In July 2021,
"Amami Oshima Island, Tokunoshima Island, the northern part of
Okinawa Island, and Iriomotejima Island" were designated as a
World Natural Heritage site in recognition of their "biodiversity,"
which includes rare animals and plants such as the Amami Rabbit.

In addition, Setouchi Town has a rich culture of expressive traditions
such as "shima-uta" (traditional folk music) and "shodon-shibaya"
(traditional dances and plays) that our forefathers and descendants
have cultivated through a spirit of unity and compassion for others.
We must pass on to future generations the rich nature, culture, and
humanity of our “hometown of Setouchi.”

By mobilizing the residents' and township's friendship associations,
we will work as a united "Team Setouchi" to actively promote efforts
to create "attractive villages full of dreams and hopes where people
shine."




. SiE Geography and Climate

NTy=] X I3 D 400km D A Setouchi Town is located at the southern tip of Amami Oshima Island, 400 km south
- N N DAT=APN
WA EEA TG BRGSO B N3&% & LR fE239.65 of Kagoshima City. It has a vast administrative area of 239.65 ki, including the three
. . ) inhabited islands of Kakeromajima, Ukejima, and Yorojima across the Oshima Strait.
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kel &'S’E“j( CATBIEIE AT LTS T, A ORIBT % 25 [J_]?})[("C‘ﬁ&) 5 About 87% of the area is occupied by mountains and forests, which are 300 to 400
M 0T NHI00~400m < 5V DO ILHFHE DR R Y SR 7 o THER T meters high, with steep slopes approaching the coast. The surrounding waters are
JHo>TWE S, SR O Y INE 2> BN A TR IDE 2 W 2R 2 blessed with the warm Kuroshio Current, creating a warm, rainy, subtropical oceanic
YRR o T wE T 2 R %ﬁﬂ%ﬁ-ﬁ DY I 20) 7 2 climate. The coastline around the Oshima The coastline around the Oshima Strait

O u r Seto u c h i TOW n PR ETEIRL K ED TR AT 5%\ D 4, forms a typical ria coast, characterized by many deep inlets.
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Amami,

a World Natural Heritage Island
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Amami Oshima Island, which receives up to 3,000 mm of rain
annually, is home to a large number of native animals. With
approximately 50 vertebrate species and over 800 insect species,
including the Amami Rabbit, Lidth's jay, and Otton frog, Amami
Oshima and parts of Tokunoshima were designated as a World
Natural Heritage site in July 2021 as a treasure trove of rare native
species.
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Y ZT VBN Y DIEED & bR THIE9 S % ZOWRPGIZ)A BB IREB R T ATLE A4 LA The Setouchi <Sea> - The inlet of gentle waves stretching from east to west and the

3 S by =) N . coastline jutting out wildly into the open sea have brought a rich bounty of seafood and
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The Setouchi <Mountain> - The deep green forests that exhale mist and clouds have

%fﬁ’iﬂ%b'@‘% HYODDH Y ERELICHHEEL DO FOBLEZHEETREBFOFII N EEM M become a resource through dialogue, a place where prayer and awe coexist and where the
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echoes of drums and singing create a lovely sentiment.

The Setouchi <Island> - The clear lines between land and sea, intermingled with the

LTELWER T E TS, shadows of the many capes, have created a wide variety of landscapes that have matured
into a unique island culture.
ZOMEEOYIE LK E WO bDIfDEL
. L e 4 HH The Setouchi <People> - The wisdom of the people who coexist with the sea, mountains,
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The Setouchi - It is a republic-like world of sea, mountains, islands, and our villages.
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rich culturcs formed by the fusion of Ryukyu and
Yamato cultures. Why don't you come and experience

the diverse "treasures of the island"?
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The Fishing Industry

TR IR A A OREIZTHELTBY) AVFReXxNE < a T huv The warm waters are ideal for catching a variety of fish species such as skipjack tuna, yellowfin
s Moo . e X . N tuna, and bartail fusilier. The tranquil Oshima Strait is home to a robust aquaculture industry,
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In order to protect the lives and property of residents from all kinds of disasters, we
are working on disaster mitigation measures such as improving various procedures,
raising awareness, improving local disaster prevention capabilities through
cooperation with voluntary disaster prevention organizations, and enhancing
intangible services.

In terms of traffic safety and crime prevention, we are working with related
organizations to prevent accidents on school routes and residential roads and promote
various policies to create safe and secure communities through educational and public
relations activities.
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Health and Welfare

Supporting Each Other
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We aim to create a town where everyone can live happily and peacefully, regardless
of their life stage, and work to build a community that supports one another.
Additionally, we strive to raise health awareness through health screenings and
provide assistance for various issues, including reclusiveness and abuse, infectious
diseases, and disasters.
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School Education

Promotion of School Education That Instills a “Zest for Life”
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We have 11 elementary schools and 8 junior high schools (as of March 2022).
The number of students has been decreasing year by year, and schools outside
of the Koniya district have introduced integrated classes.

To foster the "zest for life," each school has introduced distinctive educational
activities in collaboration with families and communities. We strive to educate
and cultivate in students a harmonious blend of intellect, morals, and physical
strength through educational activities focusing on establishing solid academic
skills, promoting digital education (GIGA school concept), and the enrichment
of hometown education.
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Social Education

Investing in Human Resources Development to Aid in the Region’s Growth
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We promote the development of individuals who can contribute to the region's growth
as creators of the future with a broad perspective and a flexible response to societal
changes, while at the same time we further enrich and promote education that
capitalizes on our hometown's educational traditions, culture, and climate. With a
focus on "lifelong learning that nurtures the joy of living" and "cultural activities that
convey the spirit of our hometown," we promote various measures in the fields of
social education, lifelong sports, cultural asset protection, and arts and culture
promotion.
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Toward a Stronger "Team Setouchi"

M auF AV D Tl b % bR TRNEATHE L fife
ARG IR EHT TV D ZEL TSR T 2 ER == ~IE
2272 XA L[ F—b2EDH | 2AE) LI [ ADHECE LA
HiTs M H oy~ OFEBLHIELE S

We seek to strengthen "Team Setouchi" even further in order to
address a variety of issues, including the novel coronavirus, declining
birthrates, and an aging population, as well as to maintain sustainable
development while meeting the residents' diversifying needs and
creating "attractive villages full of dreams and hopes where people
shine."
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Representing the Voice and Heart of the Town Residents
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Our town council has 10 members. There are two standing committees
under the democratic and fair management of the council: General
Affairs and Economy, and Education and Welfare. They work
extensively to improve the lives of the town residents and create a
comfortable hometown as representatives of the town residents.
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